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New Zealand

Official Application Processing Times

Indicator

Last updated: August 19th, 2008
Warning: Please note that the processing times below are provided as an indication only and are subject to change at any time without prior notification. Please contact your assigned Immigration Consultant or Migration Agent for an update.

For applicants resident in the UK, Ireland, Germany, The Netherlands, Belgium, Poland, Austria and Switzerland applying under the Skilled Migrant Category or Family Category, the Immigration New Zealand office assigned to your case will be London.

For applicants resident in New Zealand under the Skilled Migrant Category or Family Category, your Immigration New Zealand office assigned to your case will be either Christchurch, Dunedin, Wellington, Palmerston North, Hamilton, Manukau (Auckland), Henderson (Auckland) or Central (Auckland) depending on your nearest location.

For all business and investor visa classes, the Immigration New Zealand office assigned to your case will be Wellington, New Zealand.

For all applicants from a country of residence or visa category that is not specified above, you can determine your local Immigration office assigned to you by checking the Office and Fees Finder provided by the New Zealand Immigration Service at the following link: http://www.immigration.govt.nz/migrant/general/aboutnzis/contactus/LinkAdministration/ToolboxLinks/officeandfeescalculator.htm?level=1 
London Office - Average Official Processing Times 

	Stream
	Assessment of EOI – Immigration Authorities
	NZQA – Qualification Assessment 
	INZ – Immigration Authorities

	Skilled Migrant Category
	Up to 3 months
	20 days at least
	3-6 months

	
	
	
	

	Family (Parent) Category
	-
	N/A
	7 - 9 months

	
	
	
	

	Spousal Stream
	-
	N/A
	1 - 4 months

	Temporary entry (work permit)
	
	
	4 – 6 weeks


Wellington Office - Average Official Processing Times 

	Stream
	Assessment of EOI – Immigration Authorities
	NZQA – Qualification Assessment 
	INZ – Immigration Authorities

	Business Category
	- 
	N/A
	75% decided within 3 months from lodgement
90% decided within 6 months from lodgement

	
	
	
	

	Investor Category
	Up to 3 months
	N/A
	75% decided within 3 months from lodgement

90% decided within 6 months from lodgement


Christchurch - Average Official Processing Times 

	Stream
	Assessment of EOI – Immigration Authorities
	NZQA – Qualification Assessment 
	INZ – Immigration Authorities

	Up Skilled Migrant Category
	Up to 3 months
	20 days at least
	Majority are decided within 3 months but may take 3 - 6+ months

	
	
	
	

	Family (Parent) Category
	-
	N/A
	12 months

	
	
	
	

	Spousal Stream
	-
	N/A
	Applications are processed in preference

	Work visas/permits
	
	
	Up to 70 days

	Student visas/permits
	
	
	same as the primary application


· Priority is given to Work to Residence (Talent and Long Term Skill Shortage) applications and applicants with jobs on the skills shortage lists. Please allow up to 10 working days. 

Visa Centre Average Application Preparation Time Frame

	Visa Class
	Time Frame for New Zealand

	Skills
	1-8 weeks

	Business
	8-20 weeks

	Spousal
	4-6 weeks

	Family
	4-12 weeks


� All the time frames mentioned are dependent on applicant’s ability to obtain the required documentation and to comply with other application requirements without delay.





